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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Manet Community Health Board of Directors

Sets an Ambitious Agenda for New Year

NORTH QUINCY, MA (Jan. 31, 2013)—The Manet Community Health Center Board of Directors has jumped full-force into 2013—with new officers, a new member, and a targeted agenda—determined to meet the needs of its growing patient volume and capitalize on national health care reform.

Joseph Reardon of Milton, and vice president for Keohane Funeral and Cremation Services, continues as board president for another term. Serving as vice president is Quincy resident Henry (Hank) Rittal, business performance management analyst for Blue Cross Blue Shield of MA; as secretary, Quincy resident Chris Cogdill, district manager for Walgreens Pharmacy; and, as treasurer, Quincy resident Robert Griffin, law partner with Krokidas & Bluestein, LLP. 

Joining the board is Michael R. Milner, PA-C, of Hull, who combines the perspective of a clinician with that of a patient. Milner is dean of the School of Physician Assistant Studies at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Services, and the recently retired Rear Admiral and Assistant Surgeon General of the U.S. Public Health Services for New England. 

“Mike Milner will be an outstanding addition to our board,” said Reardon. “We especially will benefit from his background as a clinician, as we move toward a new payment system that rewards providers for keeping their patients healthy instead of the number of patients per day they treat.”

Not only is Milner a patient at Manet’s Hull practice site, so are his mother and his wife. Milner learned about Manet’s focus on quality primary care and supportive services when he relocated his mother to the Hull area.

“I’m thrilled to join the Manet board. I know the quality of care at Manet Community Health first-hand—as a son whose mother is treated here, as the husband of a patient, and now as a proud patient myself,” said Milner. “Manet, and other federally funded centers like it, is delivering the kind of personalized, comprehensive care that will help more people enjoy healthier futures.” 
The Manet Board of Directors is formulating its agenda against the backdrop of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which takes full effect in 2014. The Act is relying on Community Health Centers to provide even more primary care services—based largely on their stellar track record in savings and performance.

Estimates are that health centers save taxpayers $24 billion annually by keeping people out of costlier settings, including hospital emergency rooms. A study published by the American Journal of Preventive Medicine found that Community Health Centers performed equal to or better than their counterparts in private practice.

“Plus, health centers serve as economic engines in our communities, creating jobs, keeping local employers’ work forces healthy, and generating about $20 billion in combined economic impact nationwide each year,” noted Reardon. Locally, Manet contributed an overall economic impact of $19.9 million to the South Shore region in 2012.  

The Manet Board of Directors is updating its strategic plan and overseeing plans to renovate its North Quincy practice site this year, with the addition of a Center for Older Adults and a Center for Health in Public Housing.

Two board members—Hanover resident John Galluzzo, director of education and camping, South Shore Natural Science Center, and Linda Kelly of Quincy—have been working with the Boston-based architectural firm DiGiorgio Associates, Inc. to craft a design that meets the needs of patients and community. The entire board recently reviewed plans for the evolving project. Also on tap this year will be the groundbreaking of a Center for Older Adults at Manet’s Hull practice site, as well.

“Our ultimate goal is to fulfill our mission of providing care to people who might not otherwise have access because of a variety of barriers,” said Reardon, “including culture, language, geography, transportation, and/or the ability to pay. At Manet, all patients are treated the same, regardless of health status, income, or insurance coverage.”

The board is actively engaged in increasing Manet’s philanthropic base to support expanded programs. “Caring for a diverse population, and responding to impending Affordable Care Act changes, will take serious resources,” explained Reardon. 

As a child, Reardon experienced a chronic health problem—asthma. As he grew older, he began to realize that “I could help myself by adopting healthy habits.” He added, “That’s central to what we do—help people get and stay healthy and, through excellent primary care and other services, avoid the health catastrophes that could otherwise affect their lives.”

Continuing on the board for another year are Braintree resident, John Brothers, executive director for Quincy Asian Resources, Inc.; Medford resident, Kenneth Dyer; Galluzzo; Hull resident, Stephen Gore; Kelly; Scituate resident Elise Kline, clinical nurse specialist in adult psychiatric and community mental health for the Lemuel Shattuck Hospital; Quincy resident, Barbara Morris, Quincy educator, ESOL instructor, Quincy Community Action Board of Directors member, and Quincy Democratic City Committee Affirmative Action Officer; and, Quincy resident, Ivan Wong, victim witness advocate for the Norfolk County District Attorney’s office.

Leaving the board are Quincy residents Alicia Gardner, director of support services for the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds; and, Joseph Renzi.  “Combined, Ms. Gardner and Mr. Renzi volunteered over 13 years of service to our community, and this board is grateful for their gifts of time and their dedication to the Manet mission”, said Reardon.   
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